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The three groceries are located near the three bridges.
They sell mainly cigarettes, matches, sweets, paper,
candles, paper-money and other religious articles. I
was not able to assess the total amount of their stock.
Neither was I able to discover their average sales each
day. The main difficulty is that they do not keep
accounts. According to their information their daily
sale varies from one dollar to twenty cents, and it is
obvious that they are not able to supply the whole
village with daily necessities of miscellaneous types.
As we shall describe presently, the majority of purchases
are made from the town by means of the agent boats.
Chou described to me the function of these groceries,
" We go to the groceries to buy cigarettes when we
have guests/* In other words, they are only supple-
ments of the agent boats. The agent boats take a
whole day to fulfil their customers' orders, and in
urgent cases, people cannot wait until their return.
They will then go to the stores. Religious articles are
never needed at a very short notice, but are used at
definite periods which can be foreseen. These appear
in the retail stores because of the difficulty of trans-
porting them in the agent boats. The paper-money is
made of tin foils in the shape of old silver ingots.
It is empty inside and so cannot be compressed. A
larger space is therefore required for its transport than
is available in the agent boats.
Meat is an important article of diet in the village.
This is supplied by the butchers, in the town through
the meat dealers who go to the town at midnight and
bring back to the village the amount needed in the
morning. Consumers are thus able to get their meat
when they cook their meal at noon. Since there is no
means of preserving fresh meat, the dealer will not

